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Town of Swanzey, New Hampshire 
Board of Selectmen 

Meeting – May 28, 2020 
Town Hall, 620 Old Homestead Highway and remotely using Zoom. 

Swanzey, NH 
 
ZOOM MEETING during Health Emergency 
Town Administrator Michael Branley hosted a ZOOM online conference call at 2:00 pm at Town Hall due 
to the public health emergency.  Emergency Meeting pursuant to Executive Order 2020-04, Section 8 
and Emergency Order #12, Section 3. 
 
Present were Selectmen W. William Hutwelker, Sylvester Karasinski and Kenneth P. Colby, Jr. Also 
present was Town Administrator Michael Branley and Recording Secretary Beverly Bernard.  
 
PUBLIC ACCESS 
Notice was given to the public to participate remotely over Zoom by going to www.zoom.us or using the 
Zoom App on a cell phone, or a landline calling 1 929 205 6099 and entering Meeting ID 235 370 4380 #. 
The notice also provides a phone number: 352-7411 ext. 107 to call should a member of the public be 
unable to access the meeting. 
 
OTHERS PRESENT 
Director of Planning and Economic Development Matthew Bachler, Steve Bittel, State Senator Jay Kahn, 
State Representative Jennie Gomarlo, Jane Johnson, Bryan Rudgers, Mt Caesar Union Library Director 
Cadigan Gregory 
 
COVID-19 UPDATE 
Branley provided an update: 4286 cases, 2191 recovered, 223 deaths, and Cheshire County has 54 cases, 
and Swanzey 6.  Swanzey unemployment numbers are at 732 compared to the February total 
employment figure which was 4,101. That results in an approximate unemployment rate of 17.8%. 
 
Branley said he heard from Jon Hoden with Cal Ripken Baseball that small groups will begin practicing 
baseball at South Road Fields soon. 
 
Bachler spoke about broadband for Swanzey. He said he submitted a project to increase broadband 
coverage for Swanzey to Southwest Region Planning Commission (SWRPC). SWRPC provided some 
recommendations and referred Bachler to the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) maps for 
broadband coverage. He said the map shows an area as having coverage if a single home has coverage. 
SWRPC recommended asking for information from local providers. Under state law if a Town wants to 
bond for infrastructure improvements this is the first step to take, without further obligations.  He said 
he is working on the letter to be sent to local providers asking for that information.  Bachler said 
information from local provides would give the Town a better sense of actual coverage before taking 
further steps.  
 
Bachler spoke about the Comprehensive Economic Development Strategy (CEDS) applications which will 
be viewed on Wed. June 3, 2020 by SWRPC. Kahn said he might have more information for Bachler and 
he will connect up with Bachler after this call. Bachler thanked Kahn. Bachler said he is here to answer 
questions. 
 

http://www.zoom.us/
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Bachler spoke about outreach to businesses in town and that staff provided all the restaurants in town 
with outdoor dining permit forms.  Also, they have been leaving messages with businesses such as 
Gomarlo’s, Ford dealership, Nissan dealership, and Carlisle Flooring, and there are a dozen more or so 
businesses to reach out to.  He said there is information about businesses that are re-opening so that 
other businesses understand what the guidelines are from the State in order to re-open.  Information 
being provided to businesses changes as the situation evolves. Kahn said he asked about the Main Street 
program and non-profit program and he said the guidelines are due by end of next week; we will have 
information about what the applications look like and criteria for selection. Kahn added that all the 
dollars received must be spent by Dec. 30, 2020. 
 
Rudgers sent a Chat message about the good work done by Department of Public Works (DPW) 
beautifying of the State Route 12 roundabout garden bed. All agreed it looks good now and 
compliments to DPW were expressed. 
 
Colby asked about the size of the area covered by one block of broadband coverage. Bachler aid the FCC 
maps are based on census blocks, and if you click on the block, you will see a list of all the internet 
providers and their coverage in that block.  He said each block is based on population, not area, so they 
vary in size.  
 
Gomarlo said she had a COVID-19 test today on Krif Road at the Keene State College Athletic Campus. 
She said they would like to have more people come in for testing.  You do not need a doctor’s note and 
do not need to be sick.  When you fill out the form, it asks questions. Three to five days get results and 
you receive a website to go to for the results.  
 
Johnson asked how it takes to get results after testing.  Gomarlo said just a couple of days.  Kahn said he 
posted the website information. Gomarlo said she went to the Sentinel Source and the link is there. 
Bittel asked if the link should be on the Town’s website. Gomarlo said “yes” and Branley said he will post 
the link.  
 
Test registration site: 
https://prd.blogs.nh.gov/dos/hsem/?page_id=8479 
 
Branley reported that someone asked using the Chat function if the Stay-At-Home order might not be 
lifted.  Kahn said he would try to find out.  Gregory noted through Chat that the library will not have 
curbside service until it is lifted. Branley said hopefully everyone will hear more tomorrow at the 
Governor’s press conference 
 
Meeting over at 2:22 pm 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 

 
Beverly Bernard, Recording Secretary     
Approved on June 3, 2020 

https://prd.blogs.nh.gov/dos/hsem/?page_id=8479

